The thirst from which patients suffer after abdominal operations is so well known that I need not enlarge upon it. It has often gone to my heart to have to use such obvious makeshifts as the lesser of two evils. Last year, however, when reading that the absorption of water injected into the rectum was so rapid that fluid lost in severe haemorrhage might be replaced by enemata instead of by infusions into the veins, it occurred to me that this absorptive power of the rectum and colon might be utilized for quenching thirst when the necessary fluid could not be given by the mouth. All the necessary data seemed complete as to the cause of the thirst and the way in which water might be taken up by the rectum to quench it, but I wished to test the plan before publishing it.
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